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As We Gather 
Jesus told Israel’s teacher Nicodemus, “…unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God… 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Like Nicodemus, it’s 
hard for us to understand, and even harder to admit that we can’t save ourselves and that we must be 
redeemed from sin and death. But it’s the power of the Spirit that connects the Word and water of 
baptism to Christ’s death and resurrection that gives us this new birth. As Nicodemus marveled at Jesus’ 
words and promise, we also marvel at God’s gracious favor, that “…God so loved the world that He gave 
His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 
Prelude “Jesus, Lead Thou On” P. Manz 
 
Opening Hymn “Jesus, Lead Thou On” #718
1 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won; 
    And although the way be cheerless, 
    We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand 
To our fatherland. 

 
2 If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 
    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many a woe 
To our home we go. 

 

3 When we seek relief 
From a long-felt grief, 
    When temptations come alluring, 
    Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more. 

 
4 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 
    Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 
    Still support, console, protect us, 
Till we safely stand 
In our fatherland. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60;  
tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution Psalm 121:1–2 
P From where does my help come? 
C My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
P In His mercy, our Lord helps us in every need.  In His mercy, He promises to forgive us for Jesus’ 

sake when we come to Him with humble and contrite hearts… 

 
We pause to reflect on our sinful hearts and lives before our gracious God… 
P O God our Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful and that we have turned away from 

Your commands. 
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
P Forgive us for all that we have thought and said and done that is contrary to Your will and Your 

ways, and forgive us for times we have trusted in our own righteousness instead of relying on 
Your grace in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God.  



P Forgive us for times we have not been good stewards of Your great creation and for times we 
have been unwilling to help and love our neighbors as we ought. 

C Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Create in us clean hearts, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within us. 

P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P May the God of peace sanctify you wholly. May your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 
C Amen. 

  T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 121 
P I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
C My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
P He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
C Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
P The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
C The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
P The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
C The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together, 
C O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from 

the adversities that may happen to the body, and from the evil thoughts that may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading T  The Call of Abram  T Genesis 12:1-9 
          1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you 
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as the LORD had 
told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, 
and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When 
they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak 
of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.   



7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there 
an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of 
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to 
the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem of Praise Solo “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” T. Osman 
 

Epistle T  Abraham Justified by Faith  T Romans 4:1-8; 13-17 
          1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does 
the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the 
one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work 
but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks 
of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are those 
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man against whom the 
Lord will not count his sin.” .13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of 
the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16That is why it depends on faith, in order 
that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of 
the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, 
“I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T   You Must Be Born Again  T John 3:1-17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
          1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 
12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things?   



13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 T  Confession of Faith  T The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise” #798 sts. 1-4

1 The God of Abr’ham praise, 
    Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days 
    And God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM! 
    By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name 
    Forever blest. 

 

2 The God of Abr’ham praise, 
    At whose supreme command 
From earth I rise and seek the joys 
    At His right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, 
    Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 
And Him my only portion make, 
    My shield and tow’r. 

 

3 The God of Abr’ham praise, 
    Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 
    In all my ways. 
He deigns to call me friend; 
    He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end 
    Through Jesus’ blood. 

 

4 He by Himself has sworn; 
    I on His oath depend. 
I shall, on eagle wings upborne, 
    To heav’n ascend. 
I shall behold His face; 
    I shall His pow’r adore 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
    Forevermore. 

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 
may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.    

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


Offertory Meditation 

T  SERVICE of the SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven…, 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 

Piano Selection “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” J. Walther 
 
Hymn “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” #545
1 Word of God, come down on earth, 

    Living rain from heav’n descending; 
Touch our hearts and bring to birth 
    Faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere You; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

 
2 Word eternal, throned on high, 

    Word that brought to life creation, 
Word that came from heav’n to die, 
 

    Crucified for our salvation, 
Saving Word, the world restoring, 
Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

 
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, 

    Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 
Deaf we are: our healer be; 
    Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 
Be our Word in pity spoken, 
Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

 



4 Word that speaks God’s tender love, 
    One with God beyond all telling, 
Word that sends us from above, 
    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 
Word of truth, to all truth lead us 
Word of life, with one bread feed us

 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications.  

Used by permission:  
LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Hymn “Lead Me, Guide Me” #721
refrain Lead me, guide me, along the way; 

For if You lead me, I cannot stray. 
    Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 
 
1 I am weak and I need Thy strength and 

pow’r 
To help me over my weakest hour. 
    Help me through the darkness Thy face 
to see. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 

2 Help me tread in the paths of 
righteousness, 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
    I am putting all my trust in Thee. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

 
3 I am lost if You take Your hand from me, 

I am blind without Thy light to see. 
    Lord, always let me Thy servant be. 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

Text: Doris M. Akers, 1922–95 
Text: © 1953 Doris M. Akers, admin. Chappell & Co.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   

 

Closing Prayer Psalm 136:1; Psalm 34:8, adapted 
P Let us pray together, 
C Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 

as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus & Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Closing Hymn “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” #819 sts. 1-4
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, 

    The author of creation, 
The God of love who understood 
    Our need for His salvation. 
With healing balm our souls He fills 
And ev’ry faithless murmur stills: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 
2 What God’s almighty pow’r has made, 

    In mercy He is keeping. 
By morning glow or evening shade 
    His eye is never sleeping. 
Within the kingdom of His might 
All things are just and good and right: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 

3 We sought the Lord in our distress; 
    O God, in mercy hear us. 
Our Savior saw our helplessness 
    And came with peace to cheer us. 
For this we thank and praise the Lord, 
Who is by one and all adored: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 
4 He never shall forsake His flock, 

    His chosen generation; 
He is their refuge and their rock, 
    Their peace and their salvation. 
As with a mother’s tender hand, 
He leads His own, His chosen band: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1640–90;  
(sts. 1–3): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, adapt.;  

(st. 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, adapt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Aria in F Major” G. Handel 
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Announcements & Notes 
Join us for supper before our midweek Lenten services on Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 22 & 29 

from 5:30-6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. “Faith in Action” is serving the Lenten super on Wed., 
Mar. 8th. The meal will include lasagna with bread, salad and desserts. Following supper, a 
hymn-sing begins in the church about 6:40pm with the service beginning at 7pm. 

The March Newsletters are out on the counters in the wings and the narthex.  There are also 
still Lenten Devotionals and even a few calendars still left. 

The LWML NID Lenten Inspiration will be held March 18th at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
LaGrange. Registration forms and a list of needed donations for the event is on the table in 
the narthex. 

BEDS-Plus needs volunteers.  If interested, contact Sue Dever, Beds-Plus Emergency Services 
Coordinator at (708) 261-7078. Flyers are on the table in the narthex. This would be a great 
service event for your family. 

Bible Study continues on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Timothy Room led by Curtis 
Simonson with a new study on the book of Acts. Our Sunday morning study is on the Book of 
Colossians, and both of these are just beginning, so it’s a great time to jump in, but also, it’s 
fine to join any of our studies at any time! 

Orders for Easter Flowers are being accepted. Cost: Lilies, $15 and Daffodils, $14.  Deadline is 
Mon., Mar. 27th. 

 

  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 
family 
Ruth Diver  Ingrid Lesko 
Ruth Sievers  Janice Przybycien 
Patricia Murdoch The Polezoes Family 
Jan Briede  Roy Hodgeman 
Katherine Hice  Kurt Seehofer 
Flora Jones  Graham Jackson 
Kevin Hickey  Gloria Meyer 
Mary Ann Colander Art Hornburg 
Melva Smith  Delors Stegemann 
Carol Small  Mike Degidio 
Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 
Betty Beegle  Warren Miller 
Delphine Cherry Ron Klingensmith 
Louis Frank  Betty Kruckow 
Herta Iversen  Mark & Sarah Martinovich 
Loretta Frank   The Giacobbe Children  
Julie & Larry Gurga Barbara Norway 
Jeremy Norway Curtis Simonson 
Bonnie Raff  Bob & Sue Marcinkowski 
Barbara Prendergast Karl Smith 
Arthur Gerth   
 
We also pray for:  
Maryann Krieg, (Bill Wilke’s sister), Audrey Metes 
(Glenn Bitner’s sister); LeRoy Bitner (Glenn’s 
brother); Rose Czerniejewski (Sandy Barry’s Step-
Mother) 
 
We pray for those celebrating a birthday: 
Jan Briede’s birthday is today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please let the church office know when your 
need for our congregational prayers is over  

(708) 423-1040. 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 
members: 
Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 
Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Dense DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 
Barb & Emily Feehan  Richard Witkosky, Jr. 
Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 
Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 
Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 
Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 
Matt Favero   Rhonda Scott 
Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 
Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 
Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 
Jerry Gross   Louise Hrynkow 
Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 
Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 
Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 
Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 
Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 
Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 
Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 
Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 
Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 
Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 
Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 
Paul Noffke   Mary Ziemer 
Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 
Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 
Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 
Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 
Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 
Doreen Holford  Judy Collins 
Luke Pajowski   Phyllis Hicks 
Maryann Krieg (Wilke) Pam Kirk 
Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 
Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 
Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 
Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 
Carl Hoppe   Bill Jones 
Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 
Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 
Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Helena Hoffman 
Rose Czerniejewski  Evelyn & Ron Konieski 
LeRoy Bitner   Audrey Metes 
Miguel Hernandez   


